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This report covers the highlight of the work done by Rhosddu Community Council during the financial year 2023-24. Since 2021, there has been a statutory requirement for community councils to produce an annual report. Following the Covid-19 pandemic, this is the first report produced by Rhosddu Community Council. 

The report covers 5 distinct themes.

1 Community


The Community Council concentrated its attention through the year on activities and events that would make a difference to the lives of people living in Rhosddu. 
A local committee organised the first Rhosddu FunDay, an all-day event with music, food, stalls and a bouncy castle on a gloriously hot and sunny June day. Attended by 500 people, it took over the Rhosddu Park. Entrance was free to all. The Community Council agreed to underwrite the cost of the event. Contributions from the traders that took part went towards a donation of £1250 for the Wrexham Foodbank.
A Friends of Ashfield Park group has been formed and the Community Council will be supporting any events they want to hold.

Rhosddu in Bloom, our annual garden competition, returned after the pandemic. As always, entries were of a high standard lending colour and variety to the community. Springfield in Garden Rd won a total of three prizes as a group entry.

New swings were provided for the playground on Wats Dyke, repairs were made to damaged swings in the Rhosddu Park and work started to provide a kiddies’ playground at Prices Lane (this will continue next year). A practice football pitch was laid out on the Wats Dyke field.

Donations were made to local charities and organisations. Recipients included Wrexham Sounds, The Drawing Board, Wrexham Allotments and Leisure Gardeners Association, Garden Village Bowling Club, Welcome Wednesdays at the Bethel Chapel, The Mines Rescue Station, Calon FM and Incredible Edible.

Raised beds were supplied for the trees in East Avenue.
2 Environment
The Community Council have provided three dog poo bag dispensers and a continuing supply of bags. Two of these are on the Wats Dyke Field and one is on the green space on Colliery Road.

A small forest of maturing Acer trees has been planted on the area of the Wats Dyke Field that runs behind Eastleigh Avenue. These will contribute to an increased biodiversity.

Further biodiversity is being encouraged with the installation of eight swift nesting boxes on the houses in East Avenue.

We received a grant of £10000 towards the cost of a heat pump installation at the Community Centre when the refurbishment is complete.

We considered how Rhosddu could contribute to the Active Travel plans being undertaken by WCBC. We want to look into the provision of defined cycle routes and a pedestrian refuge at the New Road steps to encourage residents to take up active travel.

3 Community Agent 

We once again had funding to employ a Community Agent, Mrs Mandy Woodfine-Jones, to help residents over 50 with a range of issues. Mandy is now in her second year with us and has been incredibly active in Rhosddu.
65 new contacts have been made over the year. Help has been given with a range of issues including the Fuel Support Scheme and Blue Badge applications.

Among the activities she has been organising in Rhosddu are –

Music and art groups at the Garden Village Hub

Bingo and buffet sessions at Cae Glo

Film Club and coffee mornings at Maes Derwyn

Support at the Welcome Wednesday group at the Bethel Chapel

Friends on Friday at the Salvation Army Citadel
Reminiscence therapy sessions

Energy Efficiency sessions in conjunction with Groundworks

She has undertaken a wide range training to help her in her role, including –

Domestic Abuse, Health & Social Care Level 2, Welfare Rights, Falls Prevention, Autism Awareness and Food Safety.

4 Community Centre 

Sadly, the Community Centre in Prices Lane suffered damage to the roof during the storms of 2021.  This resulted in the collapse of the ceiling, water damage to the floor in the hall and damp and rot to the plaster in the toilet block. Protracted negotiations with the insurers are now coming to fruition. The internal damage has been assessed for what repairs are deemed necessary and an architect’s plan is being drawn up to put modifications in place to make the Centre a multi-use hall, to enlarge the meeting room and to refit the kitchen. We hope that a start on the reinstatement and the modifications can begin in the early summer of 2024 with an aim for completion by the end of the year.
5 Council
Nigel Hodges retired at the end of 2023 after 35 years as Clerk to the Community Council. The Council wish him well for his retirement and will miss his experience and advice. 

Mrs Sandy Roberts joined us as Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer and is actively putting new policies and financial procedures into place. She is working on the provision of a website for the Council, so that Council activities and information can be shared among the community. She has already put in place policies and procedures for the safe working of our Community Agent. 

The notice board outside St James’s Church has been repaired and, along with the notice board at Garden Village shops, will be kept up to date with information.
At the Annual General Meeting, Cllr Bob Chowdhury stood down as Chair, being replaced by Cllr Steve Gittins. Cllr Jon Billington was elected as Vice-Chair. An Audit Committee, a Planning Committee and a Rhosddu in Bloom committee were appointed for the coming year.

We were delighted that Cllr Andy Williams was appointed again as Mayor of Wrexham Borough Council.

As a Community Council, we look forward to working even further for the residents of Rhosddu in 2024-25.

Steve Gittins

Chair, Rhosddu Community Council
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